”Nirvana – Classic Albums: Nevermind” 

Documentary aired by MuchMoreMusic in February, 2005. Released on DVD in March, 2005. 

Review by Rasmus Holmen, NFC webmaster @ www.nirvanaclub.com, March 8th 2005.

This is one of the few Nirvana specials (non-MTV) to actually feature music by the band. It is part of the excellent “Classic Albums” series which has chronicled a number of the biggest albums in music history – including Metallica’s giant “Metallica” and Pink Floyd’s “The Dark Side of Moon”.

What sets the documentary apart is, first and foremost, the very fascinating revisit of the multi-track masters with Butch Vig at the helm. Vig guides us through the various songs, showing us what the individual instruments (or even better, the vocals) sound like when isolated from the rest of the tracks that make up the song. This provides us with a haunting ‘behind the scenes’ look into the making of the album and reveals many details that you may not have been aware of previously, i.e. Dave Grohl’s background vocals on some of the songs, most notably “Smells Like Teen Spirit”. The story of how “Something in the Way” came about is also told, and Kurt’s barely audible but stunning vocals tell a grizzly tale. Several songs from the album receive this multi-track treatment.

The other major feature of the documentary is brand-new interviews with the following people: Krist Novoselic, Dave Grohl, Jack Endino (producer and engineer), Jonathan Ponneman (co-founder of Sub Pop Records), Nils Bernstein (Sub Pop Publicist), Thurston Moore (from Sonic Youth), Keith Cameron (journalist), Gary Gersh (A&R for DGC), David Fricke (senior editor at Rolling Stone Magazine), Craig Montgomery (Nirvana sound engineer), Charles Peterson (photographer), Sam Bayer (director of SLTS video), Amy Finnerty (MTV), Susie Tennant (DGC promotions), Everett True (journalist) and Charles R. Cross (biographer). Needless to say, it is rare that people like Krist and especially Dave sit down to talk about Nirvana at length – so this is quite a treat indeed, and they offer fascinating insight into how the album came about, and about life in Nirvana in general. All the interviews combined really do a great job of telling the story of how the band worked on the album, the structure of the songs and what the lyrics mean, the details that were considered before and during recording, the actual recording, the video for SLTS and so on. Many great new facts surface with this documentary. Even a reasoning for smashing gear after shows is provided by Krist, along with many other tidbits here and there.

Aside from unreleased music (and the never-before-heard multi-track stuff), there’s also a number of rare Nirvana photos that are displayed throughout the program. Also, there’s clips of the studio where Nevermind was recorded, even Vig’s own Smart Studios in Madison, WI. There’s also clips of Nirvana music videos, live concerts (including unreleased footage) and much more. It’s a show packed with material – most of it exclusive to this program. For that reason alone it is definitely worth checking out. It serves as an excellent audiovisual companion to the Charles Cross and Jim Berkenstadt book “Nevermind: Nirvana” which documents the recording of this legendary album.

The DVD contains additional bonus material that isn’t broadcast on TV. This includes the story behind the making of “Drain You”, why the band recorded in Los Angeles, the story of Dave Grohl joining the band, and how the Nevermind cover sleeve came about (includes interview with the boy who graces the cover).

The DVD is released on March 22, 2005. The documentary has been broadcast on MuchMoreMusic in Canada and BBC2 in the UK. It will also be broadcast on other networks around the world.

