“Go start a topic about Kurt’s armpits”


	I love Nirvana.  One only needs to listen to the classic albums Nevermind and In Utero to see why this Seattle grunge trio is the best, most important, most influential rock band of the ‘90’s.  I could go deeper into why I like the band, what brought me to be a dedicated fan, and so forth, but I’ve done that before and my goal with this essay is entirely different.  After about a year since becoming a fan, I joined a Nirvana message board to learn more about the band and talk to more people.  Over time, I have grown accustomed to and quite fond of the fellow alt-rock fans I have met there, as well as having carved my own little niche in that particular realm of cyberspace.  That is the point of this essay.


	A little background info is in order, though.  The Internet Nirvana Fan Club (which began life as the Danish Nirvana Homepage in 1996 before becoming the Internet Nirvana Fan Club in Spring of 1997) is the biggest Nirvana fan site on the ‘Net.  Since there is no official site, the NFC therefore is the most highly regarded Nirvana site online.  It has been cited in publications such as Rolling Stone and in online articles from MSNBC, CNN, and other news agencies.  The site’s founder, 22-year-old Danish Britney Spears fan Rasmus Holmen, was even credited in the recent bestselling biography of Kurt Cobain, Heavier Than Heaven.  The site has had over 5 million hits and five thousand registered users (even though probably only a hundred or so regularly post).  The message board is divided into five open forums: Nirvana (for . . . discussing the band), Swap Meet (trading), Born In A Junkyard (general discussion), Sounds of Distortion (music-related discussion), and Verse Chorus Verse (art forum).


	I first stumbled upon the site when I was first developing a taste for Nirvana, which was my sophomore year.  My English teacher, Mrs. Swift, didn’t really care if I used the computers from time to time for non-school related activities.  Since I was learning guitar and did not have an Internet connection at home, I took this opportunity to scour the ‘Net for Nirvana guitar tabulature (Tabulature is a means of learning to play songs by referring to notes by their numbered places on the guitar fretboard.  Perfect for people who can’t read music).  I found tabs for the most important songs to me at the time (“Smells Like Teen Spirit”, “Come As You Are”, “Lithium”, and others).  Upon one of my searches, I found the NFC.  Aside from the tabs, I also found a wealth of knowledge in the site’s FAQ.  I made it a point to look for that site again if I ever got a home Internet connection.


	Flash-forward a year and some odd months later: I have Internet, it’s summer after junior year, and I’m bored.  I decided to look for the NFC again.  After a quick search using a search engine I found it, read the site’s daily Nirvana news, and bookmarked the site.  I decided to register to the message board (something I had done two months previous at the official Smashing Pumpkins site) and I signed up, using my newly acquired Internet alias of HelloKittyKat (don’t ask).  Board rules dictated that I not use the Nirvana board for two weeks after registration, and for every other forum, three days, so I spent that time observing the board to insure that I not make “newbie” mistakes.


	The NFC is a very interesting place, but it’s time I introduce its main players.  In no particular order:


RH - The boss man.  God on the NFC.  All have to avoid arousing his anger, lest they face his Danish wrath.  He can be placated by paying his server bills and enticing him with fake nude Britney Spears pics.


Axle Brain Slut - All-around cool guy who bears a striking resemblance to Jason Priestly.  A NFC moderator, he took it upon himself to make a NFC Heroes and Idiots list.  Most everyone loves him.  He’s so badass, RH even gave him his own website on the NFC server.


Val - The NFC Grandmama.  A native Bostonian, she is the first NFC member to experience the joys of being a grandmother.  She’s also 36.  While recent events have caused her to resign her mod position, she is still loved and admired by many on the board, and holds the record for the highest post count at, as of last count, 14,711 posts.


Matt Reeder - an avid Soundgarden and Pearl Jam fan, as well as an unapologetic liberal activist, Matt is the poster boy for one of those Subway commercials.  Through hard work and determination, Matt has worked hard to lose the weight he gained in college.  Another former mod who had to resign for personal reasons, he is one of the few board members of a liberal slant that can make good, well-thought-out arguments on important political issues.


James CGIL - The master debater.  He’s always right, and everyone knows it.   A well-read and musically talented individual, James is so respected by his fellow board members that he received near-universal acclaim when he was granted mod status at the beginning of this new year.  He can’t stop talking about Iggy Pop, though


Pencil - The NFC thinker.  A highly intelligent member, Pencil makes us lowly mortals want to club him with something heavy due to his vast knowledge.  It also has to do with the obscene length of his posts.  Nevertheless, he receives a great deal of respect.


Riley - Originally known as Open Sores, Riley practically lives at the NFC.  He has the second-highest post count of the board at 12,381 posts and pushes the five-thread-per-day to its limit.  Notoriously fickle about his musical tastes, Riley has made it a point to make top-# lists for everything under the sun, and once, when the board was down and only accessible through the "next thread, previous thread" links, ol’ Mr. Sores STILL found a way to announce that Pearl Jam no longer owned his soul. As is evident, he tends to rub others the wrong way from time to time.  Due to his ever-present memorable posts, Riley is probably the best-known regular board member.


AKMoose - Riley’s board buddy, AKMoose has also been known to make lists of his favorite bands and so forth, even going as far as to arrange two Ultimate Band Tournaments to ascertain which rock band was the greatest band in the history of the universe.  Mr. Moose has also campaigned repeatedly for a Moose smiley and has organized his own board faction, the Moose World Order (I have no idea what they do).  He was recently temporarily banned for two weeks because he spammed (sent out useless, unwanted mail) RH's private messages box full of Donna Summer lyrics (What did I say about messing with RH ?).


Stoney - The name says it all.  The board’s Resident Stoner, Ben Stone has provided hours of online entertainment with his sharp wit and drug-induced ramblings.  Many on the board though we had finally seen the face of madness, until it was revealed to be an elaborate hoax.


Crazy Diamond - formerly known as grunge is not dead, Mr. Diamond is a nice guy with great musical taste and quality posts.  He's also a pretty damn good drummer.  Unfortunately, his real name is Riley Kern, so he is saddled with being known as "The Other Riley".  His time will come someday, you'll see . . .


YouthDecay - she knows where the San Joaquin Valley is, so she can relate to how much I hate this area.  Boasting the given name of Michelle, she constantly pushes the film/play/soundtrack that is Hedwig and the Angry Inch on resistant board members.  Her musical tastes include such bands as Stone Temple Pilots and Pearl Jam, which explains her mockery of neo-grunge/Christian rockers Creed, a point I will touch upon later down the road.  Oh, and judging by the pictures she posts of herself, she is a giant, eco-friendly funnel who has a media empire built around her and appears in parades.


Kolin - the poser everyone loves to hate.  Back in his days under the name of NofxPanda_42, Kolin was an annoying wannabe punk who took every opportunity to espouse radical politics and the greatness of hardcore bands such as the Dead Kennedys and Propaghandi.  Now, the lanky dreadlocked miscreant praises the ground Phil Ochs and Bob Dylan walk on and finds a way to worm mention of the Broadway play “Rent” into most all of his posts.  Hmmmm . . . 


BoddahMV - amusing due to his annoyance and ridiculous comments.  Boddah in days past had a problem keeping his homophobic comments to himself, and was banned a number of times until he changed his ways.  Now he occupies the space vacated by Kolin by proclaiming his indie punk cred at every opportunity and denouncing anything that isn’t three chords, fast, and naively political.


Other notable board members - Pennyroyal, who coined the term “punkasfuck” to describe anyone who oozes punk rock ethos; Violeta, the female James CGIL; Polly, a nice lady with a son named (obviously) Kurt; Mrscorpio, former mod and best friend of Matt Reeder; Numchux, a cool emo chick who receives mention in appreciation to her flattering comments about me when I posted my picture online (she isn’t bad-looking herself); Flowerhead, a college student who is teased (for no real reason) as the most feminine member of the board, yet is happily engaged; Phil, my reservoir of all things relating to the punk/alternative band Husker Du; and Italian Seafood, the 35 year old who in so many ways is reminiscent of Cobain that I have come to the notion that he must be an "Evil Kurt" from another dimension.


Enemies of the board - aside from the previously mentioned Kolin and BoddahMV, other pains-in-the-ass are Poopashardasarock a.k.a. New Poopie, who has been banned nine times, martyr-to-some FauxCujo, animal-themed morons Chaka Duck and FetalFish, and legendary villians FUCK and Tyler, the latter of which created his own, alternate "evil" website, the iNFC.  Finally, there is the bane of all Nirvana fans, Hole frontwoman and Kurt Cobain’s widow, Courtney Love.


	Now to get back on track.  Since I had read the FAQ in the very beginning, I did not make newbie mistakes and ask stupid questions.  In my very first posts, I responded to a thread advocating marijuana use, intent on proclaiming my objections to the drug.  I ended up having my first encounters with Josh X, a mod in the Sounds of Distortion forum who was widely known as a opinionated hard-ass, and James CGIL, who for once really didn’t care for the present debate.  After a few posts, I finally set into a groove, making myself relatively known on the board due to my well-thought out posts and feminine user name.  Seeing as how it was summer, I was bored and I had just finished a Speech & Debate class, I made a point to engage in arguments and state my point of view in the best manner possible.  Usually I ended up butting heads with NofxPanda_42, culminating in the proclaiming of myself as “President of the National Association of NofxPanda_42 Haters” in my posting signature.  I found myself siding usually with James and Mrscorpio on issues, and soon grew to respect them.


	Of course, my time at the NFC in my inaugural days wasn’t all about heated political and philosophical discussion.  A lot of it was taken up by making fun of Kolin.  Still more of it was occupied by just standing on the sidelines and watching the hilarity of the board members ensue.  Stoney was a laugh riot, and BoddahMV’s attempts at being argumentative would usually end up with him making a fool of himself (no one disses Led Zeppelin !).  After a few months, a user by the name of Open Sores announced that he was changing his user name to his given name of Riley, a trend that would soon spread throughout the board.  I didn’t know who Riley was at the time, but I soon got a taste of the personality whom the other board members were constantly talking (and complaining about).  Riley and I would in more recent times joke around, act confrontational, or simply go with the flow in a thread, but I have gained sort of a grudging respect for him, though not on the same level I have for James, Val, Mrscorpio, and others.


	The beginning of the school year did little to influence the amount of time I spent on the board, but I did find myself becoming more lethargic and carefree in my posts.  Part of the reason was that, now with a newborn baby on the way, Josh X had better things to do than make us look like a bunch of morons in a debate.  I eventually entered a point where I would simply provide commentary to most of the threads I replied to, engaging only in a select few actual discussions.  Mainly with the advent of my senior year of high school, the NFC board became more of an outlet for me in an almost cathartic way (very fitting, as the same can be said for most Nirvana songs).


One of the few issues that could still arouse my interest, and the interest of most of the board, was the issue of a Nirvana Box Set.  The surviving members of Nirvana, bassist Krist Novoselic and drummer/Foo Fighters frontman Dave Grohl, had the project under construction for years, prepping it for release on the tenth anniversary of the debut of the band’s groundbreaking Nevermind album.  Along with live tracks, videos and rarities, the box set was also set to contain the last-ever Nirvana recording before Kurt Cobain’s suicide, “You Know You’re Right”.  Unfortunately, legal wrangling between the band and Courtney Love has kept the set out of our hands for the foreseeable future.  In addition to slandering Grohl, Novoselic, Geffen records, Nirvana’s management, and pretty much anyone in any way connected to the band, C. Lo (as she is referred to on the NFC) even went so far as to defame the board in a post on her band Hole’s message board:


nirvanaclub.com �i don t go there much- but i did this evening- surfed it a little ��its one fucking idiotic statement after another- generally- about me. and generally so comepl;etey false and generally not forma ny fan point of view and its very depressing- i hope brooke can start nirvana.com soon= of cours ethe asses registered the name two years ago but then tried to hustle a bunch of dumb vc deals i wouldnt let them hustle as they were all absurd- so i hope Nirvana fans here will pitch in on that site and L;EAVE ME THE HELL OUT OF IT byt he way- like when my name is mentioned? automatic erasement. ��i think THIS is the nirvana club. ��Anyway pissing me off makes me know the way this misinformation gets speread lby them that they dont deserve a set box or otherwise untilt he time is really right- i simply dont think it will sell well or be valueable ��of course Krist had total control of muddy banks of the wishkah and they can alweays buy that - its so genius. ��anyway nirvan club people watch your shit or your not getting what you want ��try to understand the evil that has happened here and put your mysoginy aside- my ex deeceased husband is rolling inhis grave at this idiotic bashing of not just me and my family but this �insane babble is got o stop ��Robert Hilburn of the LATimes had Kurts last interview- where he talks about his new band and stealiong lenny kravitz drummer ��and how he hated those guys and he was kicking them both out- i certainly hope he publishes it as its on tape- ��lets get Hilburn to Publish Kurts own words and shut those jocks up ��hes the one who likes to shoot his gun but he knows not what it means knows not what it means- applies to 90% of "nirvanaclub" ��get your shit together or lets wait for a generationw here it woul dbe better business and better more astute management to put out a rarities record- not a 90 dollar boxxset a rarities record of shit YOUVE never ever heard and be gretaful i played youw hat i did on tv tonioght because unless Krist and Dave get the vast amount of cash THEY are demanding you wont be hearing it and even then- its not coming out on interscope ��they dont care they are broke and want the money- davehas a living and so does krits million aand millions of dollars and now its dwindling down the lawyers are foaming at the mouth. ��blah thats it i willno longer comment ont hat site except if yoru a fan there? ��watch your shit. pissing me and my family off is nt going to make your dreams come true. ��clear? 





Two points should be made: 1. She actually DOES type like that 2. Courtney judged the board on only a few people (there were probably two or three threads about her on the board at that time), referred to us all as “jocks”, and went so far as to proclaim that if we don’t like Courtney Love, we won’t get a Nirvana boxed set.  That isn't an attitude that screams for our respect


(Another thing: Kurt can’t possibly be “rolling inhis grave” due to the fact that he was cremated, a little fact Courtney should be very aware of.)


A number of notable events have occurred on the NFC.  One event which I have already made passing mention of is AKMoose’s Ultimate Band Tournaments (UBTs).  Any and all “favorites” topics are banned from the board, primarily because such topics have been run into the ground.  Yet there’s always someone who has the need to ask, “What is your favorite . . .”; people who don’t read the rules create an ever-present irritant on the board.  However, from time to time such topics are allowed.  The first UBT had 64 contestants, the pillars of rock music, duking it out for the love of a bunch of uptight Nirvana fans.  To most everyone’s dismay, the final two bands in the UBT were Nirvana and the Pixies (another much-loved band on the board).  Due to the anti-climatic conclusion, the Moose vowed to make a much better UBT the next go-round, and that he did, omitting Nirvana from the contest and providing match-ups that would make most any rock fan wet their pants in indecision.  Enhanced by hilarious commentary by AKMoose, Riley, and ParappatheKilla, the contest drew many voters (including myself, who voted in both UBTs).  The final winner of the second UBT was, of course, the Beatles, who narrowly defeated Soundgarden by 56%. but by that time many knock-off contests had appeared (everything from "The Ace of Bass" to "CUM: Contest ! Ultimate Mudhoney"), so the UBTs lost a bit of their once-brilliant luster.


	Another pastime on the board is making fun of Pearl Jan knock-offs Creed, but through a series of events it took a turn for the disturbing.  We were doing our usual thing, making fun of Pencil for his support of the band, when Violeta posted a picture of the cover of the new album Weathered, a cover which featured, of all things, the band’s faces carved on a big oak tree.  The sight of it is beyond hilarious, its pure cheesiness prompting YouthDecay to proclaim that Creed might be stupid enough to make a cardboard “Creed Tree” to display the CDs.  She even made a little computer paint shop illustration of the monstrosity.  We all had a good laugh until:


YouthDecay: So I went to the record store today...and as I walked over to the magazine section, I saw nothing other than... �A CREED TREE. �Yes. A cardboard tree about five feet tall, with little cardboard extensions coming off the tree to hold CD's. And yes, their faces were in the side of it. I laughed straight for about five minutes, and started crying. I have never seen something so goddamn funny in my entire life. �Should I sue? I mean, we all know I came up with the idea for the Creed tree. Next time I'm there, I am taking a camera.


 


Violeta: ohmygod. We knew this day would come! 





Pencil: Well, you might want to know that I had one of those trees reserved when they take it off display. I'll send you a picture of the tree, and my arm around it. 





grunge is not dead: Jesus....... a f*cking Creed tree.... give me a damn axe now! 





Polly: note to self: do not enter any record stores for the next while 





Violeta: You should go to manufacturers of the tree and say that they stole your creation. You demand that they either pull the trees out of the stores or they pay you royalties for using your idea. You have proof! 





YouthDecay: And after they pull the trees out of the stores, they can give them to me, and I could make a forest. I would not stop laughing if I saw more than one of those at once. 





Violeta:Ahh, it's the stuff of fairytales: �But beware, kiddies, for inspiration, creativity, stylishness, and intelligence can become hopelessly lost in the CREED FOREST!!!!!! �Oh my. You know, I noticed that in the cover art, there is that little guy in the background? Who is he? We can only assume the fourth member is chiseling the tree (my god, you can't imagine how much I am cracking up now) so who is that other person? God? Or is god chiseling and the fourth guy is in the background? and what is he doing? �ohmygod! heheeehehehehheehejflkdsafj 





	Yes, there really was such a thing as a Creed Tree.  Aside from the fact that YouthDecay probably got cheated out of thousands of dollars of royalties, it’s just damn freaky imagining such a display in one’s local music shop.  The Tree became the board’s new joke for awhile, replacing the much maligned “fondle” and “knock-out punch” quips (I never did see what was so funny about them in the first place).  In fact, a very hilarious statement by Poppin’ Fresh about Creed now holds a sacred place in my signature.  That damned Tree got so many mentions, YouthDecay finally decided to cash in and make a website dedicated to it at www.geocities.com/creedtree.  It’s worth a look at, especially for the fact that I am a moderator at the site’s message board.


	Apart from the fondle and knock-out punch jokes, the members of the board have a number of other personality quirks.  The primary character trait most tend to share is a constant need to express how much underground credibility they have, otherwise known as calling oneself "punkasfuck".  This tendency is undoubtedly influenced by Kurt Cobain's constant rejection of mainstream rock 'n roll and embrace of everything alternative, even if a deaf monkey prone to seizures could do better music-wise.  Such posturing has created an endless parade of wasted threads, a trend I once tried to abolish by posting an Internet test to gauge how "grunge" the test subject was (needless to say, my effort was pretty much in vain).  Relating to the eternal quest for indie cred, it has become somewhat of an annoying habit to make threads proclaiming the greatness of a board-approved band (i.e. Pearl Jam, Soundgarden, Weezer) or mocking bands which most everyone already agrees have few merits (Limp Bizkit, Guns 'N Roses, Staind).  To be blunt, most of these choices are reflected by what Cobain would have approved or disapproved of.  Even those who have more sense than to blindly follow Kurt's sometimes contradictory belief system get caught up in the act.  Finally, quite another quirk is to run a joke into the ground, but seeing as how most of the NFC has a quick wit, such a thing is not a problem for long.


	In addition to my "Are you grunge ?" thread, I have posted a few of my own threads, some ignored, some embraced by legion.  My personal pride and joy is my "You know you're a Nirvana fan if . . ." thread, mainly due to the fits of laughter many of the replies induce.  It eventually totaled out to nine pages and 185 posts before Val closed it, partly because it got diverted into a religious discussion part of the way through.  Here are a few choice posts:


You know you're a Nirvana fan if . . .





James CGIL: February 20 [Kurt's birthday] is an excuse to dress in black and shoot smack in celebration. 





Monimo: ... when you heard kurt died, you wanted to perform oral on courtney cuz it's the closest you'd ever get to sucking kurt's dingus. 





SilverRocket: ...the only words you react to are "suicide" and "Seattle"





allen ginsberg: you have the DOD grunge pedal [for guitar playing] and complain about how much it sucks. ��you want to buy that 'grunge is dead' t-shirt. ��you refuse to like any new music because you think it's against what kurt would like. ��Josh X: ...if your "indie cred" was shot when you sold out and appeared on local access. �


Other notable threads of my doing include "Pooh goes apeshit" (about how very adult themes are inserted into entertainment intended for children), "Albums and stuff" (a music recommendation thread), and, most recently, a reference thread used to compile information for this very essay, which as of this writing had 137 posts.  As I have stated, I have not yet reached a point where the mere inclusion of my name near the subject title can garner pages of responses; in fact, back in my early days, many a poster had confused me for a girl due to my effeminate board name.  However, over time I have gotten to know people such as James CGIL, YouthDecay, and Flowerhead better, and talking to them has really changed my point of view of the NFC from what it once was.


	  The NFC is very much an amusing environment to spend my time after school at, despite having to deal with the bad as well as the good.  It is a strange circumstance when I find myself caught between older members who pine for the "good ol' days" of the board while pushing newbies around and newer posters who can't bother to take a minute out of their lives to read the rules or the FAQ.  I don't know what the old days were like and I don't care.  I was able not to make much of an ass out of myself in my rookie weeks, so why can't others do the same ?  The well-read, thoughtful posters are vastly outnumbered by the torrent of unkempt teenagers who swear by Come As You Are: The Story of Nirvana as their personal Bible.  In addition, I am quite positive no one wants to hear about how Riley has the ability to pleasure himself orally for the umpteenth time.  At times I find myself filled with a mischievous glee, making wise cracks about every post I come across.  Other times I become enthralled in a debate a concerning a subject near and dear to my heart.  Yet now matter what, I take time out of my day when I should be practicing guitar or sleeping to pay the NFC a visit.


	Yes, there are times when people "spam" like crazy or exploit board weaknesses (I survived Spamstock and Hackfest '01 !!!).  But those numerous instances are overshadowed by moments of kindness, tolerance, and intelligence.  It's fitting that the longest thread ever, posted by CobainIsAlive, concerned the World Trade Center attacks.  After CIA posted the shocking news as it happened, RH closed everything else on the message board except for that one thread, where we could grieve, wonder why things went wrong, and ponder what to do next.  Most everyone in the thread was thoughtful and well-behaved, and the final post tally peaked at 1,395 (ironically, the thread was created by a user who would later go on to make a five-page thread revolving around a picture of his ass).  Despite all the punkasfuck posturing, newbie bashing, and painfully idiotic rhetoric from BoddahMV and Kolin over the last few months, there are some decent, fine young people who call the Internet Nirvana Fan Club their home away from that bitch of a place called the outside world.  Sure, I first started to lurk around the site to appease my need for Nirvana info, and I do still love the band very much, but I have formed an attachment to the board and the people there.  I certainly could probably get up and leave if I had to, but as the great Rasmus Holmen once said, "They all come back".


	Just in case anyone is wondering, yes, I do have other things to do with my free time, I do have friends that I can talk to face to face, and I do like other bands besides Nirvana.  I can always just sit back, relax, and listen to "All Apologies" . . . 





	. . . son of a bitch . . . damn you Rasmus !!!





www.nirvanaclub.com





*special thanks to James CGIL, AKMoose, Rasmus Holmen, and everyone in my "The Internet Nirvana Fan Club: the essay" thread for providing me with information and suggestions


