Seattle – Daniel Sasto February 15th-22nd 2004

Sun 15th 

Arrive some time in the afternoon, just make our way to our hotel, have a look around, and go out for a pizza and a beer in the evening

Mon 16th
The first thing we do is what I have wanted to do for 10 years now, as I’m sure you can appreciate, and that is to go to Kurt’s house where he died, on 171 Lake Washington Boulevard. This was pretty emotional for me, as it is with all other Nirvana fans. This was Kurt’s last place of rest, and of course, where all the media attention was focused upon. It was a strange sensation for myself to be there, as it was a fulfilment of a ten-year wish, yet I also had to allay to my commitment to the BBC Radio1 programme, where he was asking me everything I was feeling. 

Anyway, I was finding it pretty hard to put it all into words, and in hindsight it could have been done better, with me being given 10-15mins on my own at first, to have my thoughts, and compose myself, before going on the microphone. Anyway, after that was done, I was allowed a bit of time to myself, albeit with the taximeter running (!). But I took plenty of photos of the house, and also left a message on one of the benches in Viretta Park next to the house (I’m sure you know of it) – ‘Daniel Sasto 16/02/04 In Bloom In Utero In Memoriam.’ There’s loads of graffiti there, and its really cool to see, including in big letters on both benches ‘Kurt’s Park’. Of course, the greenhouse has since been removed from the house

After this, we had a bit of free time, so we went up the Space Needle, before meeting two guys in the afternoon, by the name of Damon Romero and Stan Dunster, who were in bands at the time, and actually knew Kurt. They answered loads of questions for us, and were really cool in telling stories of things like parties they were at with Kurt, Krist and Dave, and they had really fond memories, although obviously tinged with emotion. Stan had a limited edition LP version of Nevermind, still in its packaging (it was like a promo version or something – worth a lot of money) – he was thinking of giving it to me, and I think the only reason he didn’t was because I felt like I would have been taking the piss to take this off him for nothing. 

Tue 17th
Met Steve Fisk in the morning, who produced some of Nirvana’s records. He was pretty cool and came across very well. 

In the afternoon, we met two people. First was a guy called Kennedy Grey, who runs an organisation called ‘Rock Against Suicide.’ This aims to raise awareness of suicidal thoughts among young people. This was set up after a series of coincidences, one of them being Kennedy coming into possession of ALL the abandoned official Nirvana fan mail. He said when he took it all, there was so much it completely filled up a medium sized room, from floor to ceiling. He brought a bit with him, and it was really emotional stuff. There was a letter from a 5yr old (!), simply asking Kurt ‘Why did you do it, why?’ There was also an envelope completely covered in the lyrics to ‘Serve the Servants’. A lot of the other letters were quite heart-rendering, and for me it was just incredible to see all these letters from all over the world (Europe included), from even after Kurt died, of people just expressing their thoughts. Powerful stuff. [See NFC’s interview with Kennedy for more info]

After him, we met Charles R Cross, author of ‘Heavier than Heaven.’ He was a really good interviewee, and gave me lots of info, as well as signing my book! He had unprecedented access to everything and everyone, and a lot of stuff he couldn’t even tell me on record. I think it was he, however, who gave me some interesting info on the box set – in short, don’t hold our breath unfortunately.

Wed 18th
Went to Aberdeen, where we were shown round by a lady named Hilary Richrod – the ‘bird lady’ from Heavier…. About page 75 I believe. Look her up in the back and you’ll find her. She showed us around Aberdeen. Its not a nice place at all, and is exactly as you read. However, I saw his old house at 1210 East First St. The main bit was going to the bridge on the Washington River, where Kurt stayed, and the inspiration for ‘Something in the Way’. Loads of Nirvana graffiti under there of course, not very nice though, all damp, wet and muddy, don’t know how Kurt could have been under there for long. But funny thing is if you didn’t know it, you’d drive straight over/past it, but when you go under, there’s all the graffiti, from all over the world. 

We went to the library in Aberdeen, where we bumped into Barbara Schillinger, in whose house Kurt lived when he was young. She gave an inpromptu interview in the library, and spoke really well. It was a coincidence we bumped into her, but everyone seems to go to the library, as there’s nothing else to do, and she’s Hilary’s friend. Everyone knows each other there anyway! We also saw the Kurt Cobain memorial book in Hoquaim library.

However, possibly the most emotional part of the interview for me, was before we got into Aberdeen, where we knocked on the door of Leland Cobain, Kurt’s grandfather! And he was happy to give us a few words. He was quite funny, explaining how he didn’t listen to Nirvana, as they were ‘too damn loud!’ There was also a gold Nevermind disc on the wall. However, the bit that did it for me straight away, was when I walked in, were his family photos on the wall. Of course, there’s some of Kurt. It was really weird seeing them, as I had seen them in books, mags, Internet etc (one of them is in Heavier…), but these were the actual originals themselves. Coupled with that, they weren’t his photos of a music god (as we see him), but simply of his grandson. The simplicity of it very nearly made me choke up, and just thinking of it now fills me with emotion. I’m sure you can relate to what I’m saying here. 

There was a photo of Kurt and Courtney, Kurt and Frances, as well as a small montage given to him by a fan (made up of Unplugged, the last MTV interview, where he has the hula necklace round his neck and is smoking in the chair, and one other interview I didn’t recognise). There was also a collage of all his grandkids in one of the bedrooms, and there’s a picture of a 5yr old Kurt. This basically needs to be seen to be believed. 

I also saw the dollhouse which Kurt and Leland made – I just stood there touching it. I think I was more emotional than Leland, so we only stayed about ½ hr, and I didn’t want to delve too deep with my questions, but it was certainly an unforgettably part of the trip.

Thurs 19th
Thanks to a phone number given to us by Damon and Stan, we arranged a meeting with none other than CHAD CHANNING! This was brilliant, and he spoke for ages with some great stories of Nirvana and his time in the band, including why he left; he said it was down to musical differences. He talked about his time recording with them, and how he didn’t really see them much after he left and they got big, and how unfortunately the first time he properly caught up with Krist was at Kurt’s wake. 

I never thought I’d be sitting next to a former member of Nirvana, and he was a really nice guy. He lives in Bainbridge Island, a short ferry ride from Seattle city centre (we left from Pier 52 – I saw Pier 48 where ‘MTV Live and Loud’ was played). He looks very similar to the photos, still got long hair, and stubble. 

In the afternoon, we went on a Seattle Murder Mystery Tour, which included places where mysterious deaths had occurred. Of course, we stopped at Kurt’s house again. This is included on the tour because of the murder theories – bullshit as far as I’m concerned – but I used to have the time on my own outside the house, which I didn’t feel I properly got on the first day – I would have been upset if I hadn’t gotten back there. I’m actually planning a trip round USA in the summer, and will of course go back to the house

In the evening, I interviewed Charles Peterson, Nirvana photographer, and author of new book ‘Touch Me I’m Sick.’ He spoke really well of how Kurt was great to work around, and was always very amiable and friendly to him as a photographer. The highlight of this was he let me look through his Nirvana photo file (hundreds of great photos) and he let me keep one of my choice. There were all the usual ones, Reading ’92 in the wheelchair etc. but I wanted one I’d never seen before. I settled for a close up of Kurt singing into the mike, circa ’91 Nevermind sessions. It’s going straight in a frame and on my wall very soon! This was incredible, and it’s an original pic, and I’ve never seen it before. He also signed it for me. We went out for dinner afterwards, to a Japanese restaurant

Fri 20th
Nothing in the morning. In the afternoon, we interviewed legendary producer Jack Endino! He engineered Bleach, and some In Utero demos. He was really cool, and spoke well of how Nirvana were in the studio. He also spoke of how Nirvana changed once Dave joined the band. 

After the interview, we went round the Experience Music Project. Really cool to see a rare video of an early performance at what looks like a house party I think – Love Buzz, and a couple of others, Curmudgeon and Aneurysm I think) Also there’s a destroyed Nirvana guitar behind glass, as well as a demo tape from Bleach, which says ‘Nirvana is God’ on it. This was donated by Jack, who went round with us in the museum. There were some Nirvana fans next to us, and I remarked to Jack what a riot it would cause if those fans knew who they were standing next to!

In the evening, we met Kim Warnick, who was an employee at Sub Pop, and knew Nirvana when they got big. Although she was quite funny, I don’t think she came out with anything revelatory, apart from one or two drunken tales from parties

Sat 21st
Last full day. Nothing in day, but in evening, we went to the Crocodile Café, where Nirvana played a secret gig in ’92. We interviewed the owner and manager, Stephanie Dorgan, who is also the wife of Pete Buck of REM! She was really nice, and basically told us how awesome it was to have the world’s biggest band playing a secret gig in her club, which no-one knew about till after. She said the only way people know a secret gig is on, is that the ticket prices were raised to $3 instead of the usual $1.50 (I think), and that they were appearing under the name ‘Pen Cap Chew’ – obviously the hard core fans figured it out beforehand! Its on livenirvana.com and they only played a short set – I’m sure you know that! After that she let us sit in the VIP area and gave us free drinks whilst we watched the bands that night! I was just trying to imagine what it was like to see Nirvana there – amazing!

We left Seattle on Sunday the next day. It was an incredible trip, one I will never forget. I went to places, saw things, got things, and met people I could never have dreamed of doing previously. I am so honoured to have done it, and I can’t believe I won the competition. 

· Daniel Sasto

